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to the world’s small-scale livestock keepers
Objectives
 Determine the most appropriate genetic improvement strategies 
for different livestock production systems.
 Design and support implementation of sound breeding programs 
and delivery of the desired genetics to a range of livestock 
keepers.
 Discover the genes responsible for better productivity and 
resilience and develop or adapt technologies to incorporate these 
genes efficiently in local breeding programs.
 Identify policy gaps and provide the evidence and need for 
policies and institutional arrangements that would enable 
improved access to, and sustainable use of, livestock genetic 
resources.
In collaboration 





Main species: chicken, 
goats, sheep, pigs, cattle, 
buffalo, camel
Mainly Africa & Asia
….. A few examples to follow
Centre for Tropical Livestock 
Genetics and Health
 A partnership between ILRI, The Roslin
Institute of the University of Edinburgh, 
and Scotlands Rural College
 Five focal areas – mainly upstream 
research including on gene discovery & 







African Dairy Genetics Gain
Exploring the methods and structures that will support sustainable 









capture and farmer 









 Trade-off analysis aimed at 
determining the most appropriate 
household pig system (breed-type & 
management) for smallhold pig 
keepers in Uganda
 Implementation of breeding & 
delivery systems to ensure 
smallholders can access the most 
appropriate pig breed-type
India Dairy Buffalo
 Working with national partners in India to strengthen 
their dairy buffalo breeding program
 Including the introduction of genomic selection 
Key facilities available to LiveGene
Key facilities
Joint CAAS - ILRI laboratory in Beijing, China -
Lanzhou Veterinary Research Institute 
Joint ILRI-BecA laboraorites in Nairobi, Kenya
Reproductive platform in Nairobi, Kenya
Biobank in Nairobi, Kenya
Farm on ILRI main campus in Nairobi, Kenya
Kapiti Research Station, Kenya
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